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A D D R E S S 
; Of the Naiion il Nominating Convention, assembled at Macedon Lock, 

Wayne eoimiy, in the Sr.aie of New-York, June 8th, 9th, and 10th, 1847. 

INTRODUCTION. 

To the Friends of Liberty, Jus*ice, and Good\ 
Government In the United States: 

We take the liberty to adjress you in respect to the 
objects we have in view, in convening- together and 
nominating candidates for President and'vice-Presidcnt 
01 the United States. Those objects arc not partizan in 
the ordinary acceptation of that term. We have no in
terests to promote distinct from the interests of each 

| and all of our fellow-citizens. We espouse no other 
I principles of government than those wh>h our en><re 
nation has declared to be self-evident. We only a<k. 
tftat the rights of all shall be equally and impartially! 
protected—that the fundamental and acknowledged 
principles of civil government shall be, at all times, on 
all occasions, every where, and m every direction, ap
plied and carried out into consistent and undeviatin<-
practice, tf there are some who solicit your aid in 
protecting the rights of the white man—and if there are 
otners who ask you to assist them in protecting the 
rights of u>e colored man, we agree with them both", and 
we differ from them both, in desiring you toco-operate 
wuh us m securing the equal protection of the rightsof. 
ALL MEN. It there are some who wish to enlist you in j 
apolitical contest against He form of injustice anj op-
piession-if there are others who would have you com
bine against another form of injustice and of oppres
sion, or another, or yet another, we agree with them 
all, and we ditier from them all, in asking you to 
!lbSl<,LUSiiin s e c u r i ^ . a n administration of government 
that shall protect ail Us subjects alike, from all forms of 
]^t »? a £ d °PP r e , s s i?n . «' far as civil government 
can applj the remedy, in the appropriate exercise of its 
characteristic powers. 

In the ••Declaration-' connected with the Call for 
'the assembling of this Convention, our principles and 
measures, with the special occasions for oVpresent ac
tion, a r e set forth in detail, and we refer to that paper 
tor a more full statement of them than we have room 
here to repeat. A brief outline of them, we will, how
ever, sketch, preparatory to some further statements of 
^considerat ions by which our course has been dcter-

Ciyil Government we understand to be that degre-
and description of authoritative control which the Com
mon Father of all men has committed to society, to be 
exercised, in accordance with equity and justice, over 
!£?£ 0rie

t'i
 l t s , r aembeis, for the protection of all and of 

«r Y.\i? • S*fe possession and lull enjovmem and use 
nltri i t h« , r °v \ e l n a I and heaven-conferred rights uniin-
?£M!7' f o r b u k , i n S nothing but the infringement of those 
rights, and requiring and enforcing nothing but what is 
requisite^for their protection and enjoyment. 
be in 'T^ n £ r ' -» s J V ' 0 ^ ' t h e e-'seniial equality of all, andj 
S £S0n"n,«e«l to all, ,t impose* equal restraints uponl 
an, ana affords equal and impartial protection for all. I 
it recognizes no caste. It knows no distinction of b^rth,! 
Property, nativity, avocation, condition or color. Iti 

S i e S - D ^ " n s , b u t c r i n a e - U infrinjres no original,' 
™;^ 1- r i f f l , t s* J t Permits no such infringement. It! 
' r c ^ n , z ? s . , «>. m an '8 right to infringe the equal rights! 
n• £ fn e i g b ° r - Tt creates and allows no monopolies.: 
It confers no exclusive privileges. It has no power to1 

i-ame a ^ a l u l and binding law that violates any original ' 
I ight, or conflicts with natural equity and justice. Vnd i 
l Vi i C ? U r - S ' m a S i s t r a t es and jurors are bound to consi-i 

n«L "f ixat ive enactments or judicial precedents or I 
us^iges, which are contrary to natural justice, null and! 
void. 

•mY^1^1.'1 ! ! , a v * i y t o b e il]«gal and unconstitutional,! 
ami tna. the * ederai «o« ernment is bound to secure it" 

abolition by the guaranty, to every State in this Union, 
of a republican form of government. If the South de
murs, let her, peacefully, withdraw from the Union. 

We demand, for the injured aborigines of this coun
try, the same protection, mercy and justice that we de
mand for the injured slave. 

We go for the repeal of all tariffs, whether for pro
tection or revenue, the support of the government by 
direct taxes, the consequent diminution of the revenue, 
the re.renchment of expenses, the reduction of salaries, 
the abolition of unnecessary offices, and of the whole 
naval and military establishment, the prompt abandon
ment of the present wicked war with Mexico, the res
toration of her conquered territory, including Texas, 
and ample remuneration for the wrougs we ha^ e inflict
ed upon her. 

Along with the abolition of all other monopolies, we 
would restnet within reasonable boun Is, the extent to 
which individuals, corporations, or the government, 
should hold properly in land, providing an opportunity 
for all to become possessors of the soil, and thus enjoy 
(without its being contested) the original right of every 
human being to occupy a portion of the earths surface, 
and breathe its free air. To this end, we would also 
have the public lands thrown open to actual settlers, 
free of cos', and every nun's homestead held inaliena
ble, except with his own consent, not being liable to 
seizure and sale for debt. 

We would abolish the Post Office monopoly, allow
ing citizens to exercise the original right of transport
ing letters and newspapers, as well as other freight. If 
the government cannot compete with them, let it dis
continue the business, or if it chooses to run mails at 
the public expense, let all who use the mail pay equally 
at a cheap rate, for its use, without privilege of frank
ing. 

We would confer office on no slaveholders or mem
bers of pro-slavery bodies, political or ecclesiastical— 
on no venders of strong drink or advocates for the li
cense of that traffic—on no members of secret societies 
—and on no persons known to be immoral, unjust, dis
honest, or (by position or principle) in a state of hostil
ity to the essential elements and conditions of civil, po
litical and religious freedom. 

APPLICATION OF' PRINCIPLES A DUTY. 
It is now nearly two years since this general outline 

of political principles and measures was definitely pro
posed by some of us, as a basis of associated political 
action, believing as we' then did and still do, that the 
Liberty party, to which we belonged, was not only 
pledged to those general principles, but was also pled
ged, by its own original and oft-repeated promises, to 
apply thosj principles to all public questions, as the ap
propriate occasions should arise for their application. 
During the period that has intervened, although s-rong 
exceptions have been taken, and determined opposition 
manifested, to the course we had proposed, we have 
found no antagonists who have been willing to join is
sue with us on the moral question involved, whetner the 
action proposed is, or is not, in accordance with the 
rigM and the true in, the abstract. No one offers to show 
us, an.l few, if any, are prepared to affirm, that our prin
ciples and our measures are not RIGHT, E D I T A B L E U - D 
JUST. Our principles are the professed creed of the 
nation. They are loudly insisted on by Abolitionists in 
general, and by Libert)- party men in particular. And 
not the first man among them has attempted to prove 
that the measures we propose are not legitimate deduc
tions from those principles; that our application of 
them is not appropriate and proper, or that there is not 
occasion, inconsequence of existing wrongs, that a re
medy should be applied. It is almost universally ad-


